GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

tude: "I am not socialistic enough to vote Social Democratic,
and I am not Christian enough to vote Christian Democratic, so
I have to vote for the Free Democrats*" Such a reaction may
not indicate that this is their permanent home, yet it shows the
utter dissatisfaction with the major parties.

It is quite possible that the new crisis strata of the expellees,
of the outcasts, may find their spokesmen among those young
people. In other words, we might find new irregulars, and they
will be mass successors to those who in the first aftermath did
not find their way home and soon after became the vanguard of
a renewed march on the world, which they claimed as their own
possession. The dispossessed of the second aftermath will be an
easy prey for new demagogues, who are not so far off. Shadows
can be detected already on the political horizon. Whether they
will crystallize into a political storm will depend largely on the
developments at large in this world of the two superpower
blocs.

While those over-all problems and long-range solutions reach
far beyond the framework of this limited survey, the urgency of
immediate attack on the critical strata of German society can-
not be sufficiently stressed. The future of the Second Republic
will depend on its ability to integrate the young generation and
to absorb the millions of expellees.

The political limitations for a proper solution are obvious. A
return to their homeland must be dismissed as either romantic
hope or questionable politics. Equally unrealistic are the possi-
bilities of large-scale emigration. A workable approach to a
solution of the expellees* serious plight must, therefore, concen-
trate on the opportunities for their absorption in the West Ger-
man economy. Despite the recent spectacular economic recov-
ery which may well be fortified by European defense needs, the
German economy still has to overcome basic structural limita-
tions in the supply of plants and materials, of capital and cred-
its, of the rate of investment activities and export possibilities.
Not the least difficulty may derive from a widespread psycho-
logical resistance against bold economic action and planning. It
is not surprising for a people who experienced two inflations
(one "runaway*1 and one "suppressed^) in their lifetime and the
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